Will Hueston, DVM, PhD, directs the Global Initiative for Food Systems
Leadership (GIFSL), comprising the leadership and experiential
education programs of the Center for Animal Health and Food Safety,
University of Minnesota (UMN). He also serves as Director of the
University of Minnesota Food Policy Research Center and the World
Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) Collaborating Center in Veterinary
Services Capacity Building. Dr. Hueston holds faculty appointments in
the College of Veterinary Medicine and the School of Public Health at
UMN.
Most of Dr. Hueston’s work focuses on One Health capacity-building,
public policy and risk communication with the ultimate goal of creating
integrated and harmonized systems for global food security. He has
a long history of creating and delivering professional development
programs for mid-career government, industry and academic
professionals in collaboration with an international consortium of
universities, government agencies, intergovernmental organizations
and the private sector. Further, Dr. Hueston has extensive experience
facilitating strategic public-private partnerships to address the complex
challenges and exciting opportunities of global food system and public
health issues.
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While at University of Minnesota, Dr. Hueston worked with partners
in the School of Public Health and the College of Veterinary Medicine
to create a combined DVM/Master of Public Health (MPH) degree
program, an Executive MPH program for working health professionals,
and a two-year post-graduate residency program in public health for
veterinarians. These programs are unique in their focus on experiential
learning and their blending of on-line coursework with intensive public
health institutes. Together, these educational programs constitute the
largest veterinary public health educational program in the world today,
with over 200 students enrolled at any given time. Graduates of these
programs are now employed in North America, the Caribbean, Africa
and Southeast Asia working with regional and national governments,
non-governmental organizations, academia and the private sector.
Prior to joining UMN in 2001, Dr. Hueston was Associate Dean for the
University of Maryland campus of the Virginia-Maryland Regional
College of Veterinary Medicine and Director of the Center for

Government and Corporate Veterinary Medicine. Dr. Hueston worked
for the United States Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant
Health Inspection Service from 1987-1996 during which he gained
international recognition for his work with the emerging disease,
Bovine Spongiform Encephalopathy (BSE). Dr. Hueston advised the
British, Canadian and US governments, the World Health Organization
and the World Organisation for Animal Health on BSE prevention
and control. Earlier experience includes teaching and research as a
university faculty member at Ohio State University, serving as a resident
veterinarian for a large farmer cooperative, private veterinary practice
and community organizing in rural areas. He holds degrees are in
biology (BA, University of Virginia 1976); veterinary medicine (DVM,
Ohio State University 1980), preventive medicine (MS, Ohio State
University 1980) and epidemiology (PhD, Ohio State University 1985).
Dr. Hueston advises governments, industry and non-governmental
organizations on public health and policy issues involving people,
animals and the environment. He has published over 55 scientific
papers and delivered several hundred presentations nationally and
internationally.

