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Abstract
Henipaviruses cause fatal infection in humans and domestic animals. Transmission from fruit bats,
the wildlife reservoirs of henipaviruses, is putatively driven (at least in part) by anthropogenic
changes that alter host ecology. Human and domestic animal fatalities occur regularly in Asia
and Australia, but recent findings suggest henipaviruses are present in bats across the Old
World tropics. We review the application of the One Health approach to henipavirus research in
three locations: Australia, Malaysia and Bangladesh. We propose that by recognising and addressing
the complex interaction among human, domestic animal and wildlife systems, research within the
One Health paradigm will be more successful in mitigating future human and domestic animal deaths
from henipavirus infection than alternative single-discipline approaches.
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