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Md. (Mohammed) Saiful Islam works as an Assistant Scientist in the
Surveillance and Outbreak Investigation research group of the Centre
for Communicable Diseases at icddr,b. A native of Bangladesh, he
completed his Bachelor and Masters of Social Science in Sociology
at the University of Dhaka in 2005. In April 2006, he joined icddr,b
as a Research Fellow in the Health System and Infectious Diseases
Division. During his fellowship, he concentrated his research on issues
in reproductive health and HIV/AIDS with a focus on qualitative and
guantitative research methods. This experience stimulated his interest
in the role of social science in epidemiology and public health. In
2007, Mr. Islam joined the Centre for Communicable Diseases (CCD) at
icddr,b and has since contributed to numerous outbreak investigations
including Nipah virus, H5N1, Anthrax, Hepatitis E, mass psychogenic
illness, and various unintentional poisonings. He has also involved in
Nosocomial infection in Bangladeshi tertiary care hospitals, Backyard
poultry raising practices in Bangladesh and contributed to the design
of culturally appropriate interventions for communities and hospitals
from a social science perspective. In 2009, he completed a social science
research course at the University of California, Berkeley and also studied
Cultural Epidemiology short course at the Australia National University.
In 2011, he attended a special training course in Tropical Epidemiology
at the Institute of Tropical Medicine, in Antwerp, Belgium.

Mr. Islam has several publications in international peer-reviewed
journals. His most recent manuscript was in the American Journal
of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, which focused on using a social-
ecological model in the investigation of deaths associated with puffer
fish ingestion (Month, 2012). Mr. Islam teaches at the James P Grant
School of Public Health, BRAC University where he focuses on the role
of anthropology in outbreak investigation.



